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SATURDAY, AUGUST 10 // 6PM & 8PM
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 // 2:30PM & 6PM
Danceworks Studio Theatre

Presented by Jane Lewis & Mickey Maier 
Additional support from Lamont A. Johnson, Pam Kriger 
Donor Advised Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation, 
and Bob Balderson



Danceworks On Tap (DOT) is a collective of dancers dedicated to sustaining 
tap dance as a recognized art form. Through education, performance and by 
making tap dance accessible to the community, DOT hopes to contribute to the 
preservation of the American dance form we know as tap dance.
 

Artistic Director of DOT: Amy Brinkman-Sustache

The Company: Liam Alba, Amy Brinkman-Sustache, Annette Grefig, Holly 
Heisdorf, Kelly Kotecki, Kate Krause, Nikki Platt, Rachel Payden, Katherine Stein, 
Gabi Sustache

Guest Performers: Mary Ambro, Eva Aranda, Bob Balderson, Thom Cauley, 
Jessica Fastabend, Francis Faye, Madelyn Frohna, Jessica Funk, Tori Ghilardi, 
Rachel Griffin, Tara Lauritsen, Ava Lemke, Ashley Manning, Tess Oldenberg, 
Andrea Svoboda, Andrea Sikinger, Katie Upthagrove, Angela Weidner

Danceworks on Tap (DOT) would like to give special thanks to the sponsors of this 
concert. This performance would not be possible without their support. DOT would 
also like to thank Marquette University for allowing us to use rehearsal space.

A note from Artistic Director, Amy Brinkman
Most dance forms can be described as being performed to music, but tap, like 
other percussive dance forms, also makes its own music. Tap dancing is sight 
combined with sound to create a rhythmic conversation. I am forever thankful 
for the dancers of DOT who provide abundant inspiration, enthusiasm and so 
many joyful conversations with their feet. I am honored to have the opportunity 
to promote tap dance by teaching it’s history, preserving its percussive style and 
recognizing tap dance as a cherished American art form. Thank you to all of you 
for being here and for your continued support of DOT. I hope you enjoy Tap Talk!

The  Program 
Step, Clap 
Choreography: Annette Grefig
Dancers: Amy Brinkman, Annette Grefig, Holly Heisdorf, Katherine Stein, Gabi Sustache

Dendritic
Choreography: Annette Grefig
A note from the choreographer: Millions of electrical signals are constantly being 
propagated throughout our nervous system. These signals translate to how we move, 
what we say, how we react, and how we convey information to one another. 
Dancers: Liam Alba, Amy Brinkman-Sustache, Annette Grefig, Holly Heisdorf, Kate 
Krause, Nikki Platt, Rachel Payden, Gabi Sustache
Music: Mum

Soleful Conversations
Choreography: Amy Brinkman
Dancers: Tap Performance Workshop – Mary Ambro, Eva Aranda, Thom Cauley, 
Jessica Fastabend, Francis Faye, Madelyn Frohna, Tori Ghilardi, Rachel Griffin, 



Tara Lauritsen, Ava Lemke, Ashley Manning, Stephanie Sikinger, Andrea Svoboda, Katie 
Upthagrove, Angela Weidner
Music: Dirtwire

Read Between the Lines
Choreography: Amy Brinkman
Dancers: Amy Brinkman, Annette Grefig, Holly Heisdorf, Nikki Platt, Gabi Sustache
Music: Ramin Djawadi

Step, Clap, Clap 
Choreography: Annette Grefig
Dancers: Amy Brinkman, Annette Grefig, Holly Heisdorf, Katherine Stein, Gabi Sustache

Weekend Vibe
Choreography: Annette Grefig
Dancers: Mary Ambro, Thom Cauley, Jessica Fastabend, Jessica Funk, Rachel Griffin, 
Ashley Manning, Tess Oldenberg, Andrea Svoboda, Andrea Sikinger, Angela Weidner
Music: Vampire Weekend

Coffee Talk
Choreography: Nikki Platt
Dancers: Francis Faye, Nikki Platt, Gabi Sustache
Music: Antônio Carlos Jobim, Frank Sinatra

I Wanna Be a Dancing Man
Choreography & Performance: Bob Balderson
Music: Harry Warrer, Lyrics: Johnny Mercer
Piano Accompaniment: Jack Wilson 

Take Note
Choreography: Amy Brinkman
Dancers: Mary Ambro, Kelly Kotecki, Kate Krause, Ashley Manning, Nikki Platt, 
Stephanie Sikinger, Gabi Sustache, Andrea Svoboda
Music: Boilermaker Jazz Band

Step, Clap, Clap, Tap
Choreography: Annette Grefig
Dancers: Amy Brinkman, Annette Grefig, Holly Heisdorf, Katherine Stein, Gabi Sustache

Get Dat!
Choreography: Amy Brinkman
Dancers: The Company
Music: Rayelle

PRODUCTION CREDITS
DanceLAB Director ........................................................................Kim Johnson
Lighting Designer & Stage Manager ................................................... Matt Carr
Music & Sound Editing .............................................................. Gabi Sustache



Get to Know the Dancers of Danceworks On Tap

How we communicate has changed a lot in the 19 years since DOT started. 
The individuals of DOT answer the questions – what changes do you like 
and dislike and why? What would change if you didn’t have a cell phone?

 

LIAM ALBA  |  DOT member since 2016
I love how easy it is to just pick up the phone and call or text 
anyone I want to, anytime of day. Having lived in Florida 
and worked with people from around the world at Disney, 
it’s really made it easy to communicate with them and keep 
in touch! Also FaceTime has been an amazing tool for me to 
use when I’m not with my dancers at shows or competition. 
If they need anything they can just FaceTime me and I can 
walk them through the steps they are needing assistance 
with. One negative thing that has happened is I feel with 
communication becoming so easy to access through phones, 
it is harder to meet loved ones and friends in others states 

face to face. It’s nice to be able to call them more, but it also makes an excuse not to book a 
flight and go visit instead. 

If I stopped using a cell phone I probably wouldn’t have a job teaching dance. I use my 
phone to set up all of my lessons and communication with dancers.

AMY BRINKMAN (ARTISTIC DIRECTOR)
Founded DOT in 2000 
I certainly love being able to be in touch with someone 
almost instantly, but I miss the physical aspects of 
conversation such as facial expressions, gestures and body 
language. Back in the day, you formed a relationship by 
discovering things you have in common with a person 
over coffee or through writing letters. In this world where 
communication/technology is at our fingertips many 
relationships are formed under false pretenses and we don’t 
always connect in an authentic way. 

If I didn’t have a cell phone I would have to go back to an old-school paper planner since 
my calendar is in my phone. I actually really like the paper planners but having your 
calendar on your phone is one less thing you have to carry.

ANNETTE GREFIG  |  DOT member since 2010
I love that current technology lets us alter our pictures and 
videos with ease before we send them off to our friends 
and family. No - I’m not talking about the filters that give 
us flawless skin and huge eyes - I’m talking about adding 
emojis to a picture to make it look like a cat is playing the 
saxophone, slow motion/retrograded tiny dances, a good 
old boomerang - so fun!  I do not like that carrying around a 
tiny computer makes me accessible to everyone all the time. 
I love all of you dearly, but sometimes, I want to just ignore 
everyone and do my thing without any interruption!! 

If I didn’t have a phone, I would really have to take some time getting comfortable navigating 
with that old-school map in my glove compartment that has never been fully unfolded…    



continued on next page

HOLLY HEISDORF  |  DOT member since 2013
I like the fact that distance no longer defines when you are 
able to see someone. I can video chat with friends and 
family who live in another state or even a country. On the 
other hand, I dislike how impersonal communication has 
become. It’s seems much harder to meet new people by just 
talking to them face to face than it is to meet people through 
social media. I miss hearing stories and experiences directly 
from someone’s mouth versus just reading it because you 
lose all the emotion behind them. 

If I stopped using a cell phone I wouldn’t be able to access 
work outside of office hours, but I also wouldn’t be able to instantly access my family and 
friends. I appreciate being able to be there for them whenever they need me.

KELLY KOTECKI  |  DOT member since 2003
I like having the opportunity of having the world at our 
fingertips. Google something and your answer is right there. 
However, I don’t like how so many choose to text/email 
rather than have an actual conversation on the phone or in 
person just because it is so much easier. Many have lost the 
personal connections because of the quick responses rather 
than personal conversations. 

If I didn’t have a cell phone, I think we would have much 
better posture and less neck pain. 

KATE KRAUSE  |  DOT member since 2016
My favorite change in communication is how quick and 
easy it is to contact and stay in touch with people. I think 
the changes in technology have really helped bring people 
together in a way that can make us all feel more connected 
as a collective community. Whether it’s Facebook, Instagram, 
or Snapchat, the convenience of these platforms can help 
bridge the distance between people in a way that only letters 
or the phone could not. That being said, I think it’s also 
easy to lose deeper connections because of those same 
conveniences, which has caused communication to become 
impersonal and not always sincere. 

What would change if I stopped using a cell phone? Well, I’d have to start setting an alarm 
on an actual alarm clock, and I probably wouldn’t do so much online shopping! 

RACHEL PAYDEN  |  DOT member since 2006
I remember calling my friends’ landline phone numbers 
as a kid and asking whoever answered the phone if my 
friend was home and could talk...and actually not knowing 
if they were there or not! Ha! I remember getting home 
from family vacations and listening to voicemails on our 
answering machine because when we were on vacation, we 
were off the grid. I am grateful that the fancy technology 
we’re now used to makes it easier to keep in touch with 
people I love who live far far away. Writing about this 
reminds me that I want to be better about actually picking 
up the phone to connect!



NIKKI PLATT  |  DOT member since 2014
I love emojis and being able to communicate with them! 
Training in musical theater I know that facial expressions and 
body language means everything so using emojis to really 
let people know how I’m feeling is perfect for me! Although, 
I love having instantaneous communication available 24/7, I 
can get frustrated with technology too. There’s nothing worse 
than having trouble with your device while teaching and 
being told by a 5 year old, “Ask Alexa. She’ll play your music 
for you!” 

If I didn’t have a cell phone I would start a petition to get 
payphones back in order! But with the added feature of 
emojis! 

KATHERINE STEIN  |  DOT member since 2018
I think that instantaneous communication can at times be 
detrimental. It poses the danger of situations that are not 
fully considered and can prompt lazy thinking and sloppy 
responses that don’t fully stop to consider a scenario in 
its nuanced entirety. I love how easy it is to keep in touch 
with the people that I love, and I think that the availability 
of information now is incredible. Given how omnipresent 
everything is, though, there is a tremendous (and 
overlooked) responsibility involved in using technology wisely 
and taking the time to find the right answers and the right 
responses rather than just the easy ones.

If I stopped using my cell phone, no cell phones mean more letters! And more letters mean 
better writing, more handwriting, and a return to cursive!

GABI SUSTACHE  |  DOT member since 2010
Communication as it is today is all I really know. Like 
everyone else, I love being able to reach someone in a 
matter of minutes but, I think people could apply more 
common sense when it comes to using their phones. Texting 
or scrolling on social media when you’re trying to talk to 
someone is just plain rude. 

No cell phone? I can’t even imagine!



Want to take a Tap class?
Fall classes start on September 4. Check out the 

schedule of adult tap classes offered at Danceworks:

Intro to Tap: Tuesdays 6:15-7:15pm 

Beginning/Intermediate Tap: Tuesdays 7:15-8:15pm

Intermediate Tap: Wednesdays 7:20-8:20pm

50+ Intro to Tap: Tuesdays 12:00-1:00pm

50+ Beginning Tap: Fridays 12:00-1:00pm

50+ Intermediate Tap: Wednesdays 12:00-1:00pm

Tap Dance Workout* (Dance Fitness Series): 
 Wednesdays 6:15-7:15pm  |  November 20, December 4, 11, 18

Tap Dance Workout*: Thursdays 11:15am-12:15pm

*Basic tap skills required for this class



This project is supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with 
funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Danceworks is a proud member of the United Performing Arts Fund. 

1661 N. Water St.  Milwaukee, WI     |     P 414.277.8480     |    DanceworksMKE.org

Coming up at Danceworks…

THE 2019 DANCELAB PERFORMANCES
MOVEMENT MEDIA LAB
Saturday, September 28, 8pm | Danceworks Studio Theatre

GET IT OUT THERE
Saturday, October 12, 6pm & 8pm | Danceworks Studio Theatre

THE DANCEWORKS PERFORMANCE MKE 2019-20 SEASON

REVEALING THE ECLECTIC BODY  |  November 2019

OUT OF MANY, ONE  |  February 6-8 2020  |  Jan Serr Studio

101 WAYS TO ENTER & EXIT (STAGE DOOR LEFT)  |  May 14-17 2020  |  Next Act Theatre

IN ADDITION TO OUR REGULAR STUDIO ADULT CLASSES, CHECK OUT:

SOCIAL DANCE SERIES: 
Swing Dance Series: East Coast Swing, West Coast Swing, Lindy Hop, Jitterbug 
Fridays, 7-8pm  |  September 6, 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25

INTRO TO DANCE SERIES: 
Intro to Ballet
Sundays, 11:15am-12:15pm  |  September 8, 15, 22, 29

DANCE & DANCE FITNESS SERIES 
Zumba
Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15pm  |  September 4, 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9

REGISTRATION FOR THE FALL SESSION OF YOUTH & ADULT DANCE AND DANCE 
FITNESS CLASSES IS GOING ON NOW!

FALL CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 4, 2019.

Visit DanceworksMKE.org for the most up-to-date calendar of 
performances, studio dance and dance fitness classes for youth and 

adults, dance workshops and so much more!


