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Oh, the growing pains of love. We can all relate to it. There 
are many types of love but one type I think we can all relate 
to is our love of dance. What happens if we lose it or if it goes 
unrequited? It’s heartbreaking—movement is like one of the 
four basic food groups. We’re undernourished without it. 

If you’ve ever had an injury, or felt the impact of aging 
or poor health (mentally or physically) on your ability to 
move, you understand. “But you don’t have to shut down,” 

Danceworks’ student neurologist Janel Schneider said after class one day. “Work 
with what you’ve got!”

We talk about the range of ages at Danceworks but we don’t often mention the 
range of abilities—physically and mentally. One student said that her dance class 
is the only thing that has positively impacted her depression. We have students 
with sight and hearing challenges, autism and Downs’ syndrome. And students 
like Janel, who keep moving through injury. I was inspired by her determination 
to do Barre Workout with a big boot on her foot. She brought in a yoga block to 
balance out the length of her legs with the boot on and didn’t miss a beat. 

“Part of healing is the mental part,” she said. “It quickens the healing process. 
Being physically active is good for your overall well-being. When I come to class 
I’m surrounded by inspiring people. Being a neurologist is all about the mind-
body connection. I learned that later in life than I wish.” 

Then there’s the example of company member and Development/Volunteer 
coordinator Maggie Sear. I noticed there was something different about her 
handwriting a few weeks ago and wasn’t sure why until I saw her in rehearsal 
with a big brace covering her prominent hand and wrist. Before rehearsal for 
Torch & Glamor she accidentally severed two tendons in her right index finger. She 
didn’t let that stop her from performing. Over the weeks, she said it’s been a big 
learning experience in self-care, and how to ask for and accept help from others. 

And then there are the growing pains within an organization you love. As it 
goes, people come and people go. After a decade of committed service, board 
members Debbie Gonzalez, Betsy Hoylman, Karyn Elliott, Kilby Williamson and 
Olivia Hare have completed their terms. They are moving on to allow others to 
move into the dance. It hurts to let go, but love always keeps us connected. And it 
opens a window for new prospects to enter. We welcome our new board members 
Julieane Cook, Doug Johnson, and Laura Mueller to Danceworks’ board!

We are not alone in our challenges although it often feels that way. Is there 
something keeping you from moving forward? Flip it and turn a growing pain into 
an opportunity. Whatever you are going through, don’t shut down. Keep moving. 
We’re here to support you. And now you can sit back and enjoy the dance!

Deborah Farris  |  Chief Executive Officer, Danceworks

FROM DANCEWORKS’ CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



FROM DANCEWORKS’ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Danceworks Performance Company rehearsals have been 
roaring with laughter in preparation for Torch & Glamour! The 
seed idea for the concert came from Andréa Moser (What’s So 
Funny?, Mad Limbs), who had incubated the show’s construct 
and title more than a year ago. A long-time DPC collaborator, 
Andréa has a flare for physical comedy and abstraction. 
Working alongside her on any project is organic and joyful 
from start to finish, and I am ecstatic to have been beside her, 
bringing this one to life! A nightclub/piano bar atmosphere 

is essential to setting the scene for Torch & Glamour. Who better than Milwaukee’s 
musical theatre favorite and accomplished pianist, Ryan Cappleman, to join forces 
with Andréa to emcee the variety show format? Ryan and Andréa are a hilariously 
dynamic duo, guiding us through the ups and downs of love in song and dance. 

Tonight, you will see DPC featured, not only as dancers, but also singers, actors, 
rappers, pianists, lip sync artists and more! The cast of Torch & Glamour is a 
talented and eclectic group, that has contributed greatly to flesh out the concepts 
on the concert. Rehearsals have gone something like this:

“I have an idea of what would be fun…!” 
“Yes! And how about we also…?”
Yes! Even better!”

And around and around we go, brainstorming, playing, reimagining, rehearsing, 
giggling, refining and laughing uncontrollably. ‘Funny’ isn’t easy. It takes a lot 
of trial, error, skill and courage to get to the essence of a joke or amplify the 
potential of a funny idea. I’m absolutely serious when I frequently tell students, “If 
it’s not fun, you’re not doing it right.” I mean it, in nearly every aspect of dance 
and life. Whether we are making serious – or seriously funny dances – the work 
is always of better quality when the process is infused with fun! I can’t imagine a 
more willing and capable group of artists to play with and I am forever grateful for 
the many laughs we’ve shared.

We’ve been reveling in the bliss (and growing pains) of love and we can’t wait for 
you to join us!

Dani Kuepper  |  Artistic Director, Danceworks



the Program
Making a Comeback 
Choreography: Zach Schorsch
Performers: MA, RC, KJ, DK, LL, AM, MS, CW, AZ 
Music: Larry Shay, Mark Fisher and Joe Goodwin, feat. Judy Garland

Fairy Tale 
Choreography: Melissa Anderson, Dani Kuepper, Zach Schorsch
Performers: MA, RC, AM, ZS
Music: Alan Menken

True Love – an improvisation
Performers: KJ, DK, LL, ER, MS, AZ
DJ: CW

Love Hurts 
Performers: MA, RC, KJ, DK, LL, ER, MS, CW, AZ, ZS
Music: Eddie Schwartz

Forbidden Fruit 
Performers: MA, RC, KJ, DK, LL, AM, ER, MS, CW, AZ, ZS
Music: Leonard Bernstein

Something Splashy! 
Performers: RC, LL, MS, CW, ZS
Choreography: Christal Wagner
Music: John Farrar

Ballet in Three Acts
Performers: MA, ZS 
Music: Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

Departures
Performers: KJ, DK, AM 
Music: Mumford & Sons

The Cupid Show
Performers: LL, ER, MS, ZS, CW, AZ
Lyrics: Andrew Zanoni
Choreography: LL, ER, MS, ZS, CW, AZ
Costumes: Sandy Wallisch
Music: DJ Diamond Kuts

Twilight Sonata 
Performers: MA, RC, KJ, DK, LL, AM, ER, MS, CW, AZ, ZS
Music: Scott Joplin, Ludwig van Beethoven 



Sometimes it Gets Real 
Performers: Ryan Cappleman
Music: Sara Bareilles

Fabulous Ever After 
Performers: MA, RC, KJ, DK, LL, AM, ER, MS, CW, AZ, ZS
Music: Stefani Germanotta, Jeppe Laursen

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Dani’s mom, Sandy Wallisch, for putting a fire under her pants to make 
us some cupid pants in a hurry. Gratitude for Ryan Cappleman for loaning Danceworks his 
music and sound equipment and lugging a piano around in the frigid cold and the snow, 
rehearsal after rehearsal after rehearsal. And finally, a big, giant thank you for the generosity 
of Mickey Maier and Jane Lewis who have sponsored the guest artists of Torch & Glamour 
and hosted an opening night reception! 
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Danceworks Performance Company is a dynamic group of dancers/
choreographers that is committed to creating and performing contemporary 
dance that is physical, virtuosic, entertaining and honest. Collaboration fuels the 
creative vision of the company members as they regularly work alongside guest 
artists, including musicians, poets, visual artists, actors and choreographers.

torch bios
Melissa Anderson: I was back in my hometown hanging 
out at a bar with hometown friends. Across the bar I saw 
my childhood neighbor friend Tim. As children we played 
kick-the-can, football, ghosts in the graveyard and spies 
together. As we grew up, that shared history grew into a lightly 
flirtatious friendship, but we never dated. While we were in 
high school, way back in the early 80’s, western style shirts 

with snaps all down the front were all the rage. Teen students would harass 
each other by ripping each other’s shirts open dramatically, which was quite 
easy and satisfying. If you were a girl, you had to wear a layer underneath, 
like a t-shirt or turtle neck, to avoid complete mortification. Again, it was the 
80’s. Anyway, there is Tim across the bar and, luckily, wearing a western style 
snap up shirt! I saunter up to him and rip his shirt open like old times, he 
laughs and we start chatting away. We are making small talk, the way you 
do, and then I mention his braces which are now off and how great his smile 
looks. “I’ve never had braces,” he easily replied. I look deeply into his eyes 
and realize that THIS IS NOT TIM. He looks a bit like Tim, but I have never 
met this man in my life and I started the conversation by ripping his shirt open. 
My ears start to ring, my face flushes and I high tail it back to my friends who 
I convince to flee the bar with me. Advice on Romance: It might be best to 
know someone before you rip their shirt open. Alternative Advice: If you 
really want someone’s full attention, rip their shirt open.  

Ryan Cappleman: Ryan’s love life is like an episode of I Love 
Lucy....and he’s Lucy for the record, with blonde hair, not red...
and is in technicolor, not black and white...and is married 
to a Colombian botanist, not a Cuban bandleader....though 
the two can get easily mistaken....botanists and bandleaders 
that is. I mean, both deal with very fragile things, plants and 
musicians. Have you ever dated one? DO IT! They’re great 

kissers, they’re good with their hands, and they are generally very entertaining 
(even if they aren’t talented!) And don’t get me started on musicians! Advice 
on Romance: Make sure you have a Lucy in your life!  

Colin Gawronski: I’ve had a storied and concise history with 
men. It’s not very interesting. Advice on Romance: Dump 
anyone who tries to make out with you during a movie about 
genocide. Don’t travel to another time zone for a booty call. 
Artists are fickle idiots. Marry the guy who tells you you’re an 
asshole, because we all are sometimes. Never stop loving, 
romantically or otherwise.



Kim Johnson: I first met my husband 23 years ago in the 
parking lot shared by McDonald’s and a grocery story in 
the Upper Peninsula when my sister, friend and I decided 
we needed some french fries because we were angsty teens 
tortured by life. There, we saw some people we knew that 
were getting a party together, the first of that kind I had ever 
gone to. We walked through the woods, down to the banks 

of the Menominee river where we ran into some new guys we had met in the 
parking lot. My future husband asked if we “smoked.” Sincerely thinking I was 
being cool, I  said, “No, but I’ve smelt it before.” Advice on Romance: It’s 
okay to be a dork. 

Dani Kuepper: It was a moonlit night on our honeymoon in 
Mexico in 1998. We shared a romantic dinner with wine and 
great conversation about the future we imagined together. I 
leaned to one side, laughing at a joke, and a fart escaped. It 
was one of those exclamation point kind of farts. My husband 
heard it, and we couldn’t stop laughing about it. 20 years 
later, we are still laughing and sometimes farting together. 

Advice on Romance: If you’ve had plenty to eat and drink, and are feeling 
a bit gassy, get out into the open air, where there’s plenty of white noise and 
commotion to camouflage the fart. And be sure to marry someone that doesn’t 
mind a little fart here and there.

Liz Licht: My best friend set me up on a blind date with 
her boyfriend’s coworker. We all went out for Mexican food, 
dancing, and drinks. At the end of the night, my date asked 
me for my phone number, and I was so nervous I told him 
I couldn’t remember it! Which was true—I had just gotten 
a new number the week before. I started to explain, but he 
took it as a rejection and quickly left. Fortunately, we went on 

a date alone, hit it off, and stood up together in that couple’s wedding. Five 
years later, we got married ourselves, to each other. :-) Advice on Romance: 
Remember your phone number. You never know when Mr. or Mrs. Right may 
come along and ask for it.  

Andréa Moser: One afternoon, I was strolling the grounds 
pondering the intentions of an arrogant, yet wealthy and 
devastatingly handsome man who had previously been 
rude to me. Surprised by a sudden downpour, I sought 
shelter under a gazebo. Well, whom should I meet there, 
but that very same man: Mr. Darcy! He looked at me and 

said, “My feelings will not be repressed. You must allow me to tell you how 
ardently I admire and love you.” OMG! It was so embarrassing! Advice on 
Romance: Read Jane Austen novels instead (or at least see the movies).



Elisabeth Roskopf: After I graduated college in 2011, my 
sweet future in-laws wanted to take me, my future husband, 
Cory, and my future sister-in-law, Kristin on a vacation to 
Universal in Orlando, Florida for my graduation gift. During 
one special evening of our trip, Cory and I got dressed up to 
go out and party on City Walk. Since we ate a light dinner, we 
thought we could make a quick stop at Burger King. Being 

poor recent college students, we were hoping to buy something off of the 
dollar menu. However, they were only selling Whoppers so we decided to 
pass. We were drinking shots right and left, dancing our tails off, and we were 
having the time of our lives until we got back to our hotel…Of course after 
all of our fun drinking and dancing activities, we were still feeling hungry. We 
snuck into Cory’s parents’ hotel room, which was connected to our room, so 
we could get a bag of Cheetos to munch on in our room. Little did I know, I 
passed out after I ate 4 Cheetos. A few hours later, I woke up in a major panic 
and I felt the drinks swimming upstream. I found a mini garbage can, I put 
a plastic bag in it, and away I went! Even though Cory was half asleep, he 
was still able to take care of me. The next morning, my future mother-in-law 
asked us what was in the garbage can. Not wanting to feel embarrassed, I 
immediately said that there were “bananas” in there! Advice on Romance: 
Always eat a good burger with your significant other before you start drinking, 
otherwise you will make “bananas” in the trash can!     

Zach Schorsch: Freshmen year of high school, I wanted 
to do all the new high school things that I could. So when 
the homecoming dance came around, I asked out Monica 
Reynolds in study hall by writing the big question on my 
homework and “asking for her help”. She reluctantly 
agreed, until the day before where she delivered me a lame 
excuse saying her mom grounded her. I had just made us a 

reservation somewhere fancy. Years later, we both came out of the closet and 
we still are close friends! Advice on Romance: Sometimes if you stop forcing 
things, the universe guides you in the right direction

Maggie Seer: My true love has been so good to me. We’ve 
been in love since I was in 2nd grade. We spend lots of time 
together cuddled up on the couch and enjoy playing games. 
They know when to give me attention when I need it, but 
they’re good at giving me personal space, too. And even 
though we’ve never spoken to each other, our eye contact 
says it all. Feeding them and cleaning up their poop and pee 

is sometimes a chore, but it’s really worth it in the end! Advice on Romance: 
Forget men, just get a cat. 



Christal Wagner: My high school sweetheart informed me 
that he was coming to Milwaukee for a New Year’s Eve party 
at his friends house in Brookfield. We had broken up the year 
before and I was not over him. I had decided the only way to 
impress him at this party was to drink as much rum as I could 
and also sing at the top of my lungs to every Britney Spears 
song that came on. The party was only a blast for about one 

hour until I felt the urge to vomit in the bathroom for the remainder of it. It 
turns out vomiting is not attractive to your ex. Advice on Romance: To win 
someone back, only pretend to drink an impressive amount of rum. 

Andrew Zanoni: A 33 year old double leo who enjoys 
puzzles, camping, karaoke, and reality television competition 
shows. I’m looking for Mr. Right, not Mr. Right Now. 
You: Single, confident, independent, age appropriate, and 
definitely willing to make the first move. A sense of humor is a 
must and a love for the arts is required! Advice on Romance: 
Being single isn’t a bad thing and being alone isn’t lonely. 

Find yourself before you look for someone else. 

For traditional artist bios, visit DanceworksMKE.org
to read up on all of tonight’s performers!

Did you know…
you can sponsor a dancer,
or even an entire concert? 

For details regarding sponsorships, please 
contact Senior Director of Development 
& Communications Candice Wegner at 

414.277.8480 x6019 or 
cwegner@danceworksmke.org.



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2018-2019
DANCEWORKS PERFORMANCE COMPANY 
SEASON SUBSCRIBERS:

Mary Balistreri & Steve Thompson
Kristin Bergstrom & Lloyd Dickinson
Julieane & Mike Cook
Mario & Cathy Costantini
Gina Dragutinovich
Karyn & Bill Elliott
Russel Evans
Tim & Sue Frautschi
Jim Green & Susan Kraeblen
Renee Griswold
Mary Guy-Franke & Guest
Doug Johnson
Lee Ann Kingston
Frank Krejci

Rick Krueger
Erin Lewenauer
Jane Lewis & Mickey Maier
Jeff & Terry McClellan
Bob Nelson
Lindsay Olson & Austin Dostalek
Kayla Premeau
Christine Radiske & Herbert Quigley
Lynda, Steven & Diana Seer
Bill Sell
Wes Weinhold & Peg Cadigan
Jason Wendt
Elias Zananiri
Mary Kay & Raymond Zastrow





DANCEWORKS, INC. DONOR ROLL CALL 
GIFTS RECEIVED BETWEEN 9.01.18 – 1.28.19

Angel: $100,000+
United Performing Arts Fund

Visionary: $75,000+
Richard and Ethel Herzfeld Foundation 

Star: $50,000+
Bader Philanthropies 

Muse: $25,000+
Potawatomi Hotel and Casino’s 
 Heart of Canal Street Program
The Brico Fund, LLC

Benefactor: $10,000+
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Herb Kohl Philanthropies
Milwaukee Public School 
 Partnership for the Arts and Humanities
Mary Newton and James Sanger
John Shannon and Jan Serr

Producer: $5,000+
Brewers Community Foundation, Inc. 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s 
 Mary L. Nohl Fund
Milwaukee Arts Board
Melitta S. and Joan M. Pick Charitable Trust
Stephens Family Foundation
The Harley-Davidson Foundation
Julia Uihlein
Wisconsin Arts Board

Artistic Director: $2,500+
Anonymous 
Donald and Donna Baumgartner
Don and Sallie Davis^
Lloyd Dickinson and Kristin Bergstrom^ 
 a portion of this gift was UPAF Donor Designated
Green Bay Packer Foundation
Ted and Mary Kellner^
Frank and Marina Krejci^ 
 a portion of this gift was UPAF Donor Designated
Jane A. Lewis and Mickey Maier
Maihaugen Foundation, Inc.
Nonprofit Management Fund
Pieper Electric, Inc./Ideal Mechanical
We Energies Foundation
Ed and Diane Zore

Choreographer: $1,000+ 
Anonymous
Chris and Angela Batterman
Dennis and Amy Connolly
Roxana and Justin Cook^
Deborah and Todd Farris^
Tim and Sue Frautschi
Jason and Tracey Gessner
Greater Milwaukee Foundation - 
 Edward P. and Mary K. Bullock Fund
Glen and Claire Hackmann
David and Margarete Harvey
Heil Family Foundation
Betsy and John Hoylman^
Rick and Kate Krueger^
Maxsan Foundation – 
 Max and Sandra Dermond
Jeff and Terry McClellan^ 
 a portion of this gift was UPAF Donor Designated
Tom and Anne Metcalf^ 
Cheryl and Black Moret^
Lindsay Olson^
Clare Reardon^ 
 a portion of this gift was UPAF Donor Designated
Jason Wendt^
Joseph and Vera Zilber Family Foundation, Inc.

Guest Artist: $500+
Bob Balderson
Candace Berg^
Joan and Fred Brengel Family Foundation, Inc
Tony and Andrea Bryant
Janet Lew Carr^
Mike and Julieane Cook
Mario and Cathy Costantini^
Julia Edwards and William Barrett
Karyn and Bill Elliott^
Bill Friebus and Gina Madrigrano Friebus
Carlos Gomez
Deborah and Joe Gonzalez^
Anthony and Lindsay Jones^
John and Linda Mellowes
Dr. Joshua Smith and Lisa Quezada
Thomas and Karen Watson
Candice and Josh Wegner^
Kilby and Amy Williamson^
Donald and Kathleen Wilson

Soloist: $250+
George Affeldt
Janine Arseneau



William Bradley and 
 Jill Anna Ponasik
Mark Cammarota and 
 Paula DeCubellis
Jennifer and Jason Gantzer
Kathryn Herson and 
 Peggy Morsch
Kim Johnson and 
 Jon Rockafellow^
Kendra Scott – Brookfield
Ralph and Carol Kuepper
Julia Richter^
Megan and Dominic Suardini^
John and Megan Susko  
 Charitable Fund, a Donor  
 Advised Fund of The U.S. 
 Charitable Gift Trust
James Sustache 
Charles I. Trainer and 
 Anne R. Booth

Cast: $150+
Joan Brengel
Laura P. DeGolier
Eileen and Howard Dubner  
 Donor Advised Fund of the 
 Jewish Community
 Foundation
Stephen and Nancy Einhorn
TraVon Haase
Jeanne Kollmeyer^
Angela Lueck
Tom & Sharon McGivern
Bob Nelson
Maggie Seer^
Doris Small
Mary and Fran Wasielewski
John and Judy Worm

Friend: up to $149
Anonymous
Doug and Karen Anderson
Melissa Anderson^
Donna Armstrong
Sara Bredeson
Amy Brinkman-Sustache^
Katera Boss
Mike and Pam Carroll
Andy Cary
Thomas Cauley^
Cecile Cheng
Cindy Collins^
Jolie Collins^
Lynn and Jim Connolly
Linda Corbin-Pardee

Sara Cordova
Betsy and Dan Corry
Pat and Phil Crump
Tiffany Darling
Sarah DiMaggio^
Gina Dragutinovich
Sandy Duffy
Dianne Dziengel
Bernie Erenberger, D.C.
Russ Evans
Jessica Fastabend^
Fresh Thyme*
Judy Gertsma
Susan Graushar
Betsy Guerrero^
Olivia and Haken Hare^
Elaine and Don Harvey
Holly Heisdorf
Doris and Ed Heiser
Tom and Mary Hildebrandt
Robert Hirschi
Hjelmgren Family
Jana Hoyer
Lamont A. Johnson
Darlene Jones-Grams^
Carol Julin and Alex Ng
Zheng Kaiwen
Keefe Family
Posy Knight^
Dani Kuepper^
Bonnie Krajcik
Kate Krause^
Pam Kriger Donor Advised
 Fund of the Jewish
 Community Foundation
Anne Landre and Charlie Dee
Carol and David Laurenzi
Gina Laurenzi^
Emilie Lesinski
Liz Licht^
Sadhna Lindvall
Natalie Lloyd-Jones
Lynn Lucius and Richard Taylor
Patricia and Michael Marchant
Hannah Marquardt
Beth Mcpeak
Amelia Merkle
Marlis Moldenhauer Hinman^
Polly Morris
Beth Mueller^
Catey Ott^
Joe Pabst
Hannah Pardee^
Natasha Posey^
Amy Querin^

Stephanie Rae
Jennifer Reinke^
John Reynolds
Emily Rhodes^
Catey Rice^
Debrasha Rogers^
Carol and Jim Ross
Mary Rynders
Mary S.^
Virginia Schrag
Ana Schuessler
Theodore Schulte
Searing Brothers Tile LLC*
Denise and Jerry Sedmak
Lynda and Steven Seer
Linda Serrano
Carmen Singleton
Tamara Sivertson
Kanchana Srinivasan
Valerie and Dan Stefanich
Alicia Storin
Gabi Sustache^
Racquel Tolson
Sara Treviranus
Christal Wagner^
Lisa Wenzler^
Joelle Worm^
Elias Zananiri
Stephen Zastrow
Tricia Zielinski

^Indicates UPAF or United 
Way of Greater Milwaukee 
& Waukesha County Donor 
Designated Gift 
*Indicates In-Kind Gift 

Danceworks is a proud 
member of the United 
Performing Arts Fund.

We gratefully acknowledge 
our funders from September 
1, 2018 through January 31, 
2019. Our apologies to any 
individual or organization that 
was inadvertently omitted or 
incorrectly listed. Call Candice 
Wegner at (414) 277-8480, 
ext. 6019 with any corrections 
or to make a pledge to 
Danceworks. Your support 
keeps Milwaukee moving!



Single tickets must be purchased through the Skylight Music Theatre Box Office.
Danceworks: 414.277.8480  |  DanceworksMKE.org

DANCEWORKS PERFORMANCE COMPANY, SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE,
MILWAUKEE OPERA THEATRE & CHANT CLAIRE CHAMBER CHOIR

MARCH 15-17, 20-24 & 27-31, 2019
at Cabot Theatre in the Broadway Theatre Center


